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Richard IIL's orders had been issued to the priest of the Tower,
who had in the dead of night taken the bodies whither no one
knew, as the old man died two or three days after.

The secret was not guessed for two centuries; but when in 1674
Charles II. altered the "White tower into a record office, under the
flight of stairs leading up to the beautiful Norman chapel, was
discovered a chest containing the bones of two children of the age
of the murdered heirs of York. The orders of the usurper
being fulfilled to the letter, the ground was consecrated as
pertaining to the sacred place above; and deeply secret the inter-
ment was. Charles II. had the poor remains of the heirs of York
buried among their ancestors in Westminster abbey, where our
young readers may remark the monument and inscription near
Henry YII.'s chapel.

We must now return to the life of their unfortunate mother,
, Elizabeth WoodviHe, who being in sanctuary, early heard when
and where her sons were murdered, which, says sir Thomas More,
struck to her heart like the sharp dart of death: she swooned,
and fell to the ground, where she lay long insensible. After she
was revived and came to her memory again, with pitiful cries she
filled the whole mansion. Her breast she beat, her fair hair
she tore, and calling by name her sweet babes, accounted herself
mad when she delivered her younger son out of sanctuary, for his
uncle to put him to death. She kneeled down and cried to God
to take vengeance; and when Hichard unexpectedly lost his only
son, for whose advancement he had steeped his soul in crime,
Englishmen declared that the agonized mother's prayer had been
heard. The wretched queen's health sank under the anguish in-
flicted by these murders, which had been preceded by the illegal
execution of her son, lord Richard Gray, and of her brother, at
Pontefract. She was visited in sanctuary by a priest-physician,
Dr, Lewis, who likewise attended Margaret Beaufort, mother to
Henry Tudor, earl of Bichmond, then an exile in Bretagnc. The
plan of uniting the princess Elizabeth with this last scion of the
house of Lancaster, was first suggested to the desolate queen by
Dr, Lewis* She eagerly embraced the proposition. The duke of
Buckingham, having been disgusted by Hichard, his partner in
crime, rose in arms; but after the utter failure of his insurrection,
Elizabeth was reduced to despair, and finally was forced to leave
sanctuary, and surrender herself and daughters into the hands
of ihe usurper, in March. She was then closely confined, with
her daiightfers, in obscure apartments in the palace of Westminster.
From thence she wrote to her son Dorset at Paris^o put an end
immediately to the treaty of marriage between Richmond and the